[Detection of abnormalities in Magdeburg according to the Mainz model].
Between 09/01/92 and 08/31/95 the Mainz model to register birth defects had been tested in the city of Magdeburg at the same time when the regional register instituted in 1980 was continued. The aim of this hospital-based model for the thorough registry of malformations in neonates is to examine all newborns born in hospitals using clinical and sonographical methods by experienced physicians according to a standardized scheme. Additional medical and social data were recorded. Data on live-and stillborn as well as spontaneous abortions older than the 16th gestational week and induced abortions following prenatal diagnosis were included. During the survey 5255 neonates were examined. The calculated percentage of major birth defects (by definition) was 7.8% and therefore higher than reported before. The experience with the Mainz model in the city of Magdeburg demonstrates, that this model is basically applicable to other centres. It is possible to obtain valid data on malformation frequencies in a defined population. Special attention has to be paid to certain conditions in the composition of hospital populations.